812 LABOUR AND WAGES

the situation in all industries, not only in the ones they cover, and found to be quite
trustworthy; upon them, therefore, the total number actually employed in sny
month may be reasonably estimated. There remains the problem of estimating
the Buctuations in the number of total wage-earners. From these data the number
of unemployed is estimated. In brief, a percentage employed from month to month
is caleulated on: {1) the Department of Labour's fizures of unions, corrected for
sample qualities; (2) the Bureau’s employment figures in relation to the total popula-
tion mormally gainfully oceupied, this latter making allowance for the changing
population content. The percentage is then applied to the census number employed
to caleulate the number of wage-earners in any month. The difference between the
wage-carners and the number employed is obviously the unemployed. Ancther condi-
tion is exacted, »iz., the maintenance of a high correlation between factors (1) and (2)
and in order to ensure this, checking at frequent intervals is resorted to to guard
against any new element entering undetected into the equation used.

The table and chart which follow show the Burean of Statistics estimates,
worked out on this basis, of total wage-earnets and of those employed, together with
proportions employed for the years 1921-38, inclusive: monthly estimates are given
for 1937 and 1938.

2. —Estimated Wage-Earners and Numbers and FProporiions_Actually Employed,
calendar years 1921-3%, and by months 1337 and 1938.

Year and Total Number | Per Cent Year and Total Number | Fer Cent
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(by months) January...... 2,678 2,193 81-9

January..... 2,703 2,300 85-1 || February... 2,484 2.193 81-7

February, ... 2,661 2,725 83.6 U March....... 2,685 2,181 814

Subsection 5.-—Unemployment Relief.

The assistance rendered by the Dominion Government under relief legislation
enacted during the years 1930-37, inclusive, is set out in previous issues of the Canada
Year Book. The recapitulation appearing here shows the Dominion’s disburse-
ments as at Dec. 31, 1938, under each of the statutes enacted during the period
1930-37, inclusive, with respect to unemployment relief. .



